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afact forged out of NCOessty. The Systemic ODENgSSIon

that reduces the level of control that we as Black
peopie have over our existence has forced us 1o learn how
to make a way whon there is nd way. This resience, part of
our DMA 25 Black people in Amenca, has senved 25 3 calalyst
for us to push sociely foreword, and carry it on our backs
whon we had to. The abity of Black communities Lo “bounce
DaCk,” has saved our ves 1or gengralions, and it's helping
some of us présenve our ivelihoods in the face ¢f the globa
COVID-19 pandemic

B Lack women get things done. This is not hyporbole; it's

One Black woman entreprenour whose resilience is helping
her stay afloat dunng the ever-changing pandema cConomy.
¢ Stephane Hunter-Ray, owner of Sacramento’s Exquisite
U Beauty Boutique. Stephanie, who has boen a hairstylist
for over 25 yoars and & busingss ownder for 15 yoars, got
startod in the DOAUTY Mdustry DECAUsE she “always IOved
making women feel gocd about themsehves making people
feel good about themselves™ Using her talent as habrstylist
to build a salon business, Stephanic made a carcer out of
makng peopie feel and 100k good by providing an array of
hair stylng services. ncludng relaoaprs, hair ¢olor, hair cutting
braiding, weaves, locs and more.

The fruits of Stephanie’s successful business model
however dad not shicld Hunter-Ray from the realities of
oomnyg 4 small busness whie Blagke Like many Black sma

Dusingss owners, she had to deal with having less access
to capial and information about small busingss loan and
gran programs, than her white counterparts. This dearth
of Information became detrmental when COVID-19 swept
through the country, forcing hundreds of thousands of
busnesses, deomod by the government as nonessential, to
close. This “nonessential”™ distinction inCluded hair salons
and barbershops, which lpft many without a way 1o support
ther familigs. Whike unemployment was an option [or some
and the federdl Paycheck Protection Program loans were
eventually made rvalable for some, most Back small business
oemners woere left to fend for themseives and figure out thoer
next move. For Hunter-Ray, that meant leaning into her
creativity and pavolng hér Dusngss by turmeng her £a'0n, that
had toclose, into a retal boutique. that could remain open

CCVID-19 “has boen a great
loss that made me dig
deep to find other busness
avenues 1o make MOonEY.
Stephanie says of the
pandemic. She notes that
the “tumed the aion nlo a
full boutgue to make ends
mget.” 1o make the leap
to retail, Stephanie had to
it D MOONEY 1O RENovale
her salon and purchase
cquipment to make the
Loa0e conducine 1o the sale
of clolhing and accessones.
Whidd the Changs has alowed hir 1O say Oopdn, Stephanid
admits that it's only brining in 3bout & quarter of what she
Witk Making as 3 harstyinl. NOU ong wWaite an opoortunity,
however, she has used this néw venture 1O buiid her orig nal
brand - Micci Ray - which includes a ne of sunglasses, and
el custom made t=thels

vhilg Stephanig’s resihience has allowed her to keep it
moving durng “The Rond.™ she sa'd that organizations ke
the Black Small Busingss Association of Calforniy (BSBA)
have provided critical information about state and local
funding programs that would have olherwse been unknown
to the Black small busang<s commurely. NOw 4 9o-10 resource
for her, Hunter-Hay plans 1o participate in B5BA'S lechnical
Assistance Program (TAP) in 202110 buidd hor network, find
nw 'ways 1O neach customers and Ncréase her kndwitdge
about the financial resources that are available for small
businesses

Although we're still in the midst of the pandemic, the arrmval
of COVID-19 vaccings has given us & podk Dack at our prg-
pandemic ves and hope for our post-coronavirus fulures
Stephanie, who uses social media to regularly promote her
new products, i 'soking forward to "getting back to business
and serving hor chents.” YWhether that means reverting her
boutique back nto a salon, of Tnding the space Lo have bolh
busmesies in one place, remamns to be seen One thing
cortain however, Mrs. Stephan'e Hunter-Ray will get it done
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