California Black Women Coalition for #KeepTheSeat
Demand Governor Gavin Newsom to Appoint a Black Woman for the #USSenate

By Marie Y. Lemelle, MBA
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#WinWithBlackWomen #LeadWithBlackWomen

Governor Gavin Newsom,

Like a modern-day Harriet Tubman, Vice President-Elect Kamala Harris kicked opened the door to claim a seat at the U.S.
Senate table. Her legacy is to lead more Black women to the table who will represent a forgotten but strong California
population. It is no surprise that women are already underrepresented in the U.S. Senate; and that is unacceptable.
California should continue to buck the trend and send a Black woman to the U.S. Senate.

Historically, Black women are blatantly excluded from leadership roles. Kamala Harris, the only Black woman in the U.S.
Senate, changed the game for us and proved that a Black woman is invaluable to the progression of California and our
Nation. Let’s not forget that Black women voted in record numbers to deliver a victory to Democrats and our country.

Far too often the work and sacrifices of Black women go unrecognized and undervalued. We urge you to honor and
embrace the hard work and determination that Kamala Harris and Black women have forged through to keep California
strong. We earned the right to #KeeptheSeat and will continue to fight to never give up our seat to represent all people
but especially the largest population in the State of California.

December 1 marked the 65 anniversary of Rosa Parks’ refusal to give up her seat. Her right to keep her seat was a
symbol of will power and the right to claim a prominent place in this world. We are ready to repeat the historic and
courageous move that Ms. Parks made to demand respect and inclusion. She stood her ground without a coalition of
Black women by her side.

Today, Black women from across the Nation are in full force to stand beside U.S. Congresswoman Karen Bass (D-CA-37)
and U.S. Congresswomen Barbara Lee (D-CA-13) and fight for them to be the right choice to fill the seat. Don’t mute the
Black woman’s voice.

We live the values of gender equality, fairness, community, diversity, and authenticity that are essential to strong
leadership. We ask that you do not overlook our progressive leaders Bass and Lee to carry the torch lit by Kamala Harris.

There is no doubt that Bass and Lee are ready to take on the challenges and issues that face Californians. They have the
experience and the relationships to step in Kamala Harris’ shoes and step up to the table with confidence and
determination. They know how to get the work done in Congress while advocating for the needs of Californians.

This is our time, and we are staking our claim to the seat that Kamala Harris earned with the support of
Black women. We are the backbone of the democratic party, both as voters and organizers. Diversity in our leaders is
the core to who we are in California. Together, we benefit from a variety in experiences and perspectives.

We know that both Bass and Lee are leaders that we can trust and depend on in crisis. That said, we deserve to maintain
our representation in the U.S. Senate. Governor Newsom, we urge you to hear us and appoint Bass or Lee to the seat.

It’s time to deliver for us.
California Black Women Coalition for #KeepTheSeat
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